With the death of Professor Allen on the third of February, Yale lost an internationally known authority on the physiology of sex and reproduction and one of the best known anatomists of his era. His sincere enthusiasm, contagious energy, and encouraging attitude-so frequently revealed in his expression "keen"-will be missed, not only by his associates at Yale but by many throughout the country. His constructive outlook and criticism, his capacity to appreciate the new and significant, and his impatience with inactivity were familiar to all who knew him.
Professor Allen, the son of a physician, was born in Canyon City, Colorado, on May 2, 1892. The Allen family moved to Providence, Rhode Island, when he was very young. It was here that he obtained his early training, acquired his love of sailing and learned the winds and currents of Narragansett Bay and Long Island Sound. His love of the coast undoubtedly contributed to the enthusiasm with which he returned to New England when the opportunity arose to come to Yale in 1933.
During his college years at Brown University, Edgar Allen largely supported himself by working at a wide variety of tasks, ranging from assisting in laboratories to reading gas meters-in preflashlight days. Several of his friends recall an illuminating comment of his concerning the latter duty. "It was a good test of memory to read five or six meters in a dark cellar on one match and remember them until I got outside to record them." These experiences in self-support undoubtedly prompted the assistance he afforded so many students who found themselves in financial difficulties. No conscientious student ever presented his problems to him without receiving, not merely a sympathetic audience, but actual assistance. During this time he continued his interest in the ova, which he considered to be "dynamic centers of the follicle." This interest persisted; at the time of his death he left two unfinished manuscripts concerned, in part, with such investigations. This interest in the ova prompted his collaboration with Dr. J. P. Pratt at the Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. Living human ova were first obtained from the uterine tubes of women undergoing operations at appropriate times of the menstrual cycle.
After coming to Yale as Professor of Anatomy and Chairman of the Department of Anatomy he pursued investigations on the physiology of menstruation and the possible relation of the ovarian hormones to cancer of the genital tissues. It was natural that his extreme interest in the growth-promoting capacity of the ovarian hormones should lead him to an investigation of their influence upon neoplasia. Convinced of this possibility he fostered such experiments enthusiastically in collaboration with several members of his laboratory group. His interest in the capacity for growth of the genital tissues was further indicated by his use of the drug colchicine which accentuated growth phenomena.
Dr. Allen's many scientific contributions on the various phases of the physiology of reproduction are few in number when compared to the much larger number which he inspired, fostered, or directed. He was always more than generous in bestowing upon his associates credit for the successes of investigation. Not the least of his contributions were two editions of the book Sex and Internal Secretions, which he edited.
He To the many who knew him well he will be remembered as a sincere and inspiring friend. To those who knew him best he was all of that, and yet he was more. He seemed as though impelled toward masterly performance, whether directing research in his laboratory or sailing his boat. In both he knew well how to chart the course.
-W. U. G.
